
 

TERRA FIRMA CHAMBERS 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT CONFERENCE 
 

CHAIRED BY DAME ELISH ANGIOLINI, DBE, QC 

 

- 

10.30: Registration | Tea & Coffee 

11.00:  Chairman’s Welcome |  

11.10: Consequences on Local Government Agencies | Fred Mackintosh 

11.35:  Administrative Law Update | William Frain-Bell   

12.05: Permanence Orders Update | Mark Mohammed   

12.35: Lunch 

13.20: Employment Law Update and Public Sector Equality Duties | Mau-

rice O’Carroll  

14.05: Judicial Review: What ever Happened to West? |  Peter Grant-

Hutchison  

14:20: Valuation for Rating Update | Tony Maciver 

14:45 Tea & Coffee 

15:10: Planning & Environmental Law Update | Stuart Gale QC 

15:40: Protective Costs Orders | Ralph Smith QC  

16:00: Licensing Law Update | James Findlay QC  

16:40: Closing remarks 
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FOLLOWED AT 5PM  

WITH A CHAMPAGNE RECEPTION  

Energy is one of the hot topics in the debate leading up to the 2014 independence referendum.  

However, there is too little focus on the legal context in which energy currently operates and what 

the current issues and problems for energy law are.  This seminar on energy law will discuss some of 

the main themes in this important area. 
 

Without doubt, EU law has a dominant influence in this area, particularly in relation to renewable 

energy and the implications of climate change.   But the impact of EU law is much wider, having 

implications for nuclear energy, the oil and gas sectors and, increasingly, offshore energy resources.  

Indeed, the EU has just adopted a controversial directive on safety in the offshore oil and gas 

industries.  What are the implications of this directive, which must be transposed into domestic law 

by July 2015? 
 

Scotland is a world leader in the field of renewable energy.  But what is the legal context in which 

renewable energy operates? Beyond EU law requirements, there are important issues arising from 

planning law, tax law and environmental law which affect the renewables sector.  Is it the case that 

the law is friendly towards renewables or rather places obstacles in the way of more energy from 

renewables? 
 

Energy and tax are sensitive issues at any time but never more so when energy costs are on the rise.  

How does the tax system impact on the energy sector and what are its implications for energy costs? 
 

The seminar will explore these issues, in addition to considering some recent decisions of the courts 

in the field of energy law, including the complex problems posed for planning and environmental law 

by the on-going litigation concerning the insolvency of the Scottish Coal Company. 

3pm:       Registration | Tea & Coffee 

3.30pm:    Seminar  

      Topics | EU Energy Law | Tax | Procurement | Renewable Energy 

       Speakers | Denis Edwards, Advocate & Barrister | Philip Simpson, Advocate &  

  Barrister | Alasdair Burnet, Advocate 

5.30pm:    Drinks Reception 

 TERRA FIRMA CHAMBERS: ENERGY LAW SEMINAR 

 

Energy Seminar: Aberdeen 

Sign-Up Form 
 

Please tear off and return, along with a cheque for 

£30 (including VAT) made payable to Faculty Services 

Ltd, marked FOA Tracy Whitelaw. A confirmation of 

your reservation will be issued on receipt.  

SEMINAR PROGRAMME  

Terra Firma Chambers: Specialists in property, planning, commercial and administrative law. 


